
It’s the element scientists look for as a signal 

that life might exist on other planets. On our own 

planet, carbon is essential for everything from 

pencil lead to fossil fuel to diamonds. It’s also 

the key to a surprising new jewelry collection  

from Armand Jacoby. In the new “Solare”  

collection, diamonds are set in carbon  

polymer instead of precious metals. “The 

carbon makes sense for several reasons,” 

says Wayne Kivitz, vice president.  

“First, diamonds are also carbon. But this  

translucent carbon material permits light to 

pass completely through the diamond pavé,  

something unachievable in precious metals.” Since 

the diamonds are held in the carbon rather than 

gripped by prongs, there isn’t any problem with 

dirt or dust accumulating beneath the stones. 

The pieces, which retail from $800 to $5,000, 

have been especially popular with retailers in  

resort areas since “their light, airy feeling just 

goes with an outdoor lifestyle.”     — Jeff Prine
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Diamond pavé and carbon pendants from Armand Jacoby’s 
“Solare” collection, (800) 355-1111. Photo by Chris Trayer.
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